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THE SECRET 
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O b 
BETTY IRELAND. 


Who was trepanned into marriage at thẽ Te of fourteen, and 
debauched by Beau M te, at fifteen, by whom ſhe had 
one ſon ; the vile injury the did to that gentleman, and her 
turning proſtitute ; he ramour with Lord Md, when ſhe 

-eame to London and her ingratitude to that noble gentle- 
man. | 

Her inceſt with her own ſon, by whom ſhe conceived and 
brought forth a daughter, on whom ſhe ſettled a handſome 
annuity 3 her taking a houſe and ſelling punch, &c. her 
being carted for a bawd ; her revenge on one of the Juſ- 
tices who was principally concerned in cauſing her to under- | 

o that ſhame ; her amours with a Jew, whom ſhe cauſed 
to be arreſted for 300l. and with three merchants, (who 
were brothers) to each of whom ſhe was married in ſeven 
days, without the knowledge of either; and aſterwards ſe- 
parated upon articles of agreement. 

Her behaviour in Yorkſhire, particularly in relation to the 
aforeſaid Juſtice of Peace; her liberality in that county 
her being robbed on Epping-Foreſt, having firſt ſhot one of 
the highwaymen, and being afterwards ſhot in the ſhoulder 
by another; her taking a houſe and intriguing with Smutty 
Will, an Iriſhman, who lived by ſharping ; has tricks with 
ſeveral tradeſmen ; his confinement and death in Newgate. 

Her aſſociating my ſhop-lifters ; her being taken in the fact; 
and the ſtratageta ſhe uſed to eſcape a proſecution ; her in- 
veigling a young man to ſell his patrimeny before he came 
of age; her turning a ſtrolling player, with the manner how 
the made herſelf miſtreſs of the company; her enticing her 
daughter to leave her father ; their arrival at Cork, in Ire- 

land, after they had eſcaped a vioſent ſtorm ; their ſucceſs 

there for many years; with an iceoun of her ſudden death. 


— 


8 
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Read Flanders Moll, the German Princeſi ſean, 
T hex match our Iriſh Betty if you can : 

In wit and vice ſhe did them both excell, 

And may be juftly called a Nonpareil. 
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THE SECRET 
'H- 1-82) Þ::@ 5D Þ 
++ oof 1 
BETTY IRELAND. 


« FT is a good family,” ſays an old proverb, 

© which has neither whore nor rogue in it;“ 
for the ſake therefore of the perſon from whom 
Betty Ireland is deſcended, I have avoided to maxe 
mention of her ſurname, in the room of which I 
have ſubſtituted that of the country wherein ſhe 
was born. | 


Her grandfather was phyſician to King Charles II. 
from whom he received the honour of knighthoodg 
and while he attended that monarch in his exile, he 
married a German lady, whoſe fine houſe, and a 
very large town of which the was ſole miſtreſs, 
were unhappily reduced to aſhes, in the ſpace of 
twelve hours ; nevettheleſs, her dowty, at the time 
of her marriage, amounted to upwards of ten thou- 
ſand pounds, beſides plate and jewels, and coming. 

»- 8 | te 


(4-2 
to England with her huſband, at the Reſtoration, 
they did not continue long in this kingdom, buy 
went into Ireland, where they left behind them four 
ſons and two daughters, and made a handſome pro- 
viſion for each of them. 


The youngeſt was a Captain of horſe at the Re- 
volution, and attended King William in the wars 
of Ireland; Betty was the ſecond daughter, and 
had been brought up under her grandmother, whoſe 
too indulgent nature ſhe abuſed. As ſhe was well 
ſhaped, had a fine mien, a large ſhare of wit and 
ſenſe, ſo ſhe was wonderfully beautiful ; to which 
were added the advantages of the beſt education. 


Li She had. ſcarce arrived to her fourteenth year, when 
ſhe became the reigning toaſt of all the city; crowds 


of lovers conſtantly attended her wherever ſhe went, 
and at laſt a match was propoſed between her and 
the Earl of M — ; but he being old enough to 
be, her grandfather, ſhe could not be perſuaded to 
comply, though he offered to ſettle a jointure upon 
her of a thouſand pounds a year. 


Her young blood began to circulate briſkly, and 
having a ſtrong inclination to be made a wife, and 
reſolving to chuſe a huſband who was not many 
years older than herſelf, fue unfortunately flung 
herſelf away upon a tradeſman, who, by the. con- 
trivance and aſſiſtance of her maid, palmed himſelf 
upon her, for a gentleman of good fim "and 
2 large eſtate, She quickly conceived, and in due 
time brought forth a daughter; ſhe was caſt off by 
her-relations, and deſpiſed by thoſe who had ad- 
mired her before ; and her huſband bein * 


34 


in his expectation of a large fortune, uſed her (as 


ſhe often declared) very roughly, arid induced her 
at laſt to act on the ſtage, which buſineſs he then 


followed. ; 


Her friends judging rightly what would be the 
conſequence of this ſcene of life, and what a diſ- 

race it was to them, made application to the 
maſter of the play-houſe, who, at their requeſt, 
diſcarded her from being an actreſs. Had they ap- 
plied themſelves ſooner they might probably have 
prevented what afterwards befell her; for as moſt 
gentlemen are fond of a young creature, upon her 
firſt appearance at a theatre, ſo Beau M——, who 
had a good addreſs and fortune, found an opportu · 
nity to ſeduce her, and kept company with her 1a 
private, for the ſpace of two years. She was de- 
livered of a ſecond daughter, and her huſband 
could not be induced to believe that he was the fa- 
ther; there aroſe an uneafineſs between them, and 
their jars continually increaſing, ſhe communicated 


her deſign to her new lover, who, providing hand- 
ſome lodgings for her, in a village two miles diſ- 
tant from Dublin, received her into his arms the 


night that ſhe eloped from her huſband, 


Here ſhe lived for the ſpace of twelve months, 
and wanted nothing that love or money could ſupply 
her with : the beau doated on her, and ſhe had art 
and cunning enough to make him believe ſhe was 


— 


as fond of him, always pretending to be uneaſy' 
when he went away from her, and telling him how 


penfive and melancholy ſhe ſat during his abſence. 


dhe quickened one night as they were in bed, at 


which 
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4 5 he profeſſed great ſatisfaction; and the next 


me he returned to her, preſented her with a rich 


bpaiece of filk for a gown and petticort, a gold 


watch, and a diamond ring; aſſuring her, that if 
ſhe ſhould be delivered of a boy, he would ſettle 


three hundred pounds a year upon him for ever, 


and give her five hundred guineas. Nature gratified 
both their defires, and the child was named Richard, 
after the father, who faithfully performed his pro- 
miſe to both, and left the deed of ſettlement in 
the mother's hands, to whoſe care and management 
he committed his ſpurious ſon, Betty growing 


weary of leading a retired life in the ſpring of her 


age, placed the child out at nurſe, and took lodg- 
ings in Dublin, unknown to her kind keeper, for 
whom ſhe ſent a meſſenger the night ſhe came into 
them. He was much ſurpriſed at this ſudden 


change, and not thinking it proper to be ſeen with 


her in public, went to one of his acquaintance who 
had been privy to their intrigues, and defired her to 
let Betty know the reaſon of his not going to her 


that night, and how uneaſy he was at the falſe ſtep 


the had taken in coming to town, but would dine 


with her the next day, at the Ring, in Ringſend. 
This meſſage nettled Betty at firſt ; but upon the 


remonſtrances of her confidant, ſhe was appeafed, 


and they went to bed together. 


The next day, about noon, they went to the 


place appointed, where they met the gentleman, 


whoſe countenarice was not altogether fo pleaſant as 
uſual; nor did he receive Betty with bis accuſtomed 
ardour.. She looked upon this as a mark of con- 


tempt, or a flight at beſt, and could not refrain 


from 


os 


SS 
from burſting - into tears. When this ſhower was, 
over, ſhe aſked him what ſhe had done, that could 
occaſion him to treat her in ſo cold a manner. © Is 
this the recompenſe you make me for having ſa- 
© exificed my reputation for vou, and given up my-, 
ſelf to your embraces ? Ungenerous man! I am 
« juſtly puniſhed for breaking my marriage vow,, 
and for my folly in loving a man who does not. 
© merit my love, Say, falfe deceiver, are you not. 
grown weary of me? Have you not caſt your 
eyes upon ſome new face, which ſeems at preſent 
£ a more pleafing object to you, becauſe it is new? 
© hut remember what I tell you, that ſhe will never 
prove ſo conſtant and faithful to you as your Bet» 
© ty has been.“ : 


The gentieman was ſo much aſtoniſhed at this 
unexpected attack, that he remained ſpeechleſs for 
ſome time; at laſt he recovered' his ſenſes, and 
taking courage, ſaid, You have no reaſon, Betty, 
to call me ungenerous, for I have done more for 
vou than you deſired ; I do not ſpeak this in a. 
YZ * boaſting way, but tis what I am compelled to 
1 * ſay in my own vindication, and yet had I done 
ten times more, I own it would not be. a ſufficient. 
© recompenſe for your love and fidelity to me; as 
* to the other part of your charge, it has no other 
* foundation than bare ſuggeſtion and groundlets. 
* jealouſy'; nor have I the leaſt inclination to 
change one miſtreſs for another: my reaſon for 
not coming to you laſt night was, that I did nat 
Judge it convenient; for as you have taken lodg- 
* ings in a very public part of the town, and our 
love affairs have been hitherto, kept ſecret, ſhould: 
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© I go thither, they would ſoon be blazed abroad, 


© which might be attended with a bad conſequence.” 


Betty being convinced of the reaſonableneſs of 


what he had ſpoke, a reconciliatioa was ſoon made 
by the good offices of the confidant ; and after they 


had dined, they took coach and went to viſit their 


' fon. She promiſed to go very ſpeedily to her coun- 


try lodging: and he was ſo well pleaſed with the 


aſſurance ſhe had given him that ſhe would perform 


it, he made her a preſent of twenty guineas. When 


they returned to Dublin, ſhe took her friend with 


her, and haying continued there two nights, ſhe 
pretended the air was too ſharp for her conſtitu- 


tion, ſo removed, ſending a letter to her ſpark, to 


acquaint him with what ſhe had done. Having ap- 
rored of her conduct herein, he came and ſtayed 
with he: all night, and ſeldom failed either to viſit 


or ſend to her every day for ten months: but ſhe. 


being naturally inclined to roving, could not bear 
this retired way of living any longer ; and the next 
night that her lover came to her, he told her that 


he was obliged to go into the country for three or 


four days, and deſired her to divert herſelf during 


that time, in what manner ſoever was moſt agreeable 


to her. She embraced this opportunity, and com- 


ing the next evening to Dublin, went to the play, 
where ſhe was picked up by a handſome young gen- 


tleman, with whom ſhe went to the tavern. before 
the play was ended, and from thence to the Bagnio. 
This was the ſecond looſe the had given to love, 
and was the caule of all the misfortunes that after- 
wards happened to her: for her new lover being 


in a pickled condition, communicated the infection 
5 | to 
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to her, who gave it to the perſon that ſeduced ber, 
before ſhe was aware of it. This occafioned a ſepa- 
ration, and being now entirely at her -own liberty,” 


ſhe became in a little time ſo great a proſtitute, that 
the vileſt rake in the kingdom would not venture to 
touch her. When ſhe reflected upon the lament- 
able caſe ſhe was in, ſhe ſent for a very able ſur- 
geon, who undertook to cure her, which he perform- 
ed effectually in as ſhort a compaſs of time as the 
nature of the diſeaſe would admit; and being; now, 
like a blown deer, ſhunned by every one, ſhe re- 
ſolved to leave the kingdom, and try what fottuſſe 
ſhe might meet with in England, hoping ſhe might 
paſs there for a plumb, whoſe bloom was not worn 
off: ſhe therefore wrote a letter to her injured lover, 
wherein ſhe acquainted him with her intentions. 
begging a thouſand pardons for abuſing his dove an, 
tenderneſs to her, and requeſting: him to take tar 
of the child he had by her, and not let bim ſuffer 
for the folly and imprudence of the mother. Hs 


was fo. ſenfibly touched when he read the letter, 


that the tears ran down his cheeks ; he promiſed to 
grant her requeſt, and, to manifeſt that he had till 
Fe hat opncetn for her, and pitiedthe misfbrtunè 


e haqtinhippily*ptunged herſelf imo, ſent hei à 
ank note of fifty pounds, and wifhed her all the 
proſperity ĩmaginable. 11 


When ſhe came to London, ſhe took handſome 
lodgings in Pall- Malt; ànd though ſhe had ſeveral 
relations, ho wert- 7 ſons of quality, yet ker 
character was repreſented to; them in ſuch black c- 
tours, that every one of them refuſed to ſee her- 
ck 101 3 pa f She 


( 10 ) i 
She had juſt entered into her nineteenth year 
when ſhe came to London, and. as ſhe was deſtitute 
of acqyaintances, could got tell which way to be- 
ſow, her time ; ſhe logked. upon, the play houſe to 
be the beſt market for her, therefore went ſeveral 
nights to the pit, in a maſk," before ſhe could meet 
with any thing to her advantage: at laſt ſhe was 
accofted by Lord C——, who was ſo captivated 
with her wit and humour, that he declared, if ſhe 
had à fage, proportionable to her tongue and ſhape, i 
he: ſhould .gftgem her a Nonparel. My lord, 
ſoys ſne, I. ſhall have a better opinion of myſelf ©! 
© than; I have had hitherto, ſince a gentleman of ſo 
© refined a tafle and judgment approves of my &® 
* ſhape and converſation :- I can affure your lord- 
© ſhip, that my face is, the ſame as Nature made it; 
} Iayecno;art,. nor has age plowed, it with favours.“ 
Jo this henxeplied, Though I dare take your. ward 
Send this caſe, yet, madam; I beg you will. favour 
me with an occular demonſtration, that I may 
4 compleat my happineſs.'—* Tis but a momentary, 
< Felicity, my lord, anſwered, Betty „Which ex- 
1 ids in a ſingle view of apy phie ch, and therefore, 
© whati.is ſo, travſſzory, mighty be ths better.nat to 
have been, known,” Before hig lorgihip. could 
"make: azreturn, the, two Lords WK and 
M———n came into the pit, having ſworn. to 
pul! off every malk in the houſe. When Betty per- 
cei dd Hat they were: doing, the unyeiled, ber face 
Privatelꝶy, | and begged: his .lordfhip's tection, 
who, charmed with her ; beauty, drew, is ſword, 
and. Wore he would protect ber ar the hazard of his 
Ute. ai he raking loſds obſetving this dünn 


«fl; reloſution 
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formation was given to by lordſhip, as he defired ; 
2 


(Cm) 


refolution-no farther; Whew the play was over, 
his lordſhip. offered his ſervice to conduct Betty 
home; but the cunning baggage would not accept 
it; looking upon ſuch an eaſy. conceſſiom to be-mals 
aprbpos to her deſign, aud might, be interpreted ab 
an inclination to ſurrender upon any terms: (hows 


_ over; the permitted him to Hand her to her chair 


and he ſent his footman to obſerve where ſhe was 
fet down,” which proved to be the houſe of his 
lordſhip's milliier; but he pre-engaged her to be 
at the play the next night. Ci 33 ; | (84-4151 
n ih gRUgtE. eh s 1911 219429! & S193 
I the morning he went! thither, and, under a 
pretence of beſpeaking ſome tungs that hè wanted; 
enquired” who the gentle woman was that lodged in 
her houſe: to this the milliner anſwered, that ſhe 
bould not give his lordſhip any ſatisfaction in that 

gint ; the Lelieved her to be a ſtranger to the town, 
afid / that ſne had left her parents; but upon hat ac - 
count ſhe could not tel]; the had heard her ſay 
that ſhe had ſome relations in town of good quality, 
but did not care any of them ſhould know what 
was become of ber; nobody: came to viſit her, and 
ſhe never went abroad but to the play, and. always 
returned when that was done. She: added furtber, 
* The was young and beautiful, eat andi drunk of 
the'Beſt, *and talked of going to the Weſt-Indits: 
Une. i f N N 24 A 
This account put his lordſhip in a brown ſtudy 3 
however, he did not fail going to the play, but 
could not diſcover his little angel, as he called: her. 
HE then ſent to tie milliner io know if the gentle 
wottidh was gone «broad, and in Nhat cloaths y in- 


then 
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then exfting his eyes about; he ef pied her in one 
of the fide boxes, and went immediately to her. 
£ Well, madau, {aid he, 4 though you could we- 
* tamorphoſe yourſe}t into as many ſhapes as Pro- 
* teus,” vet Love, you ſee, can diſtir guiſh wadsfind 
© you out,'— Many things, wy lord, replied 
Betty, are attributed to Love, though the little 
j blind rogue knows nothing of them; and 1 may 
venture to ſay, that if your lordſhip had not follou- 
ed the example of Jupiter, and appeared to your 
milliner in a golden ſhower, I might have remained 
here as ſecure from a diſcovery, as Danae did in 
the brazen tower, built by her fathef Acrifius. But 7 
Jupiter,“ ſaid the lord, found a favourable recep- x 
© tion from his Danae, which mine refuſes me. 
To this Betty replied, © He took the moſt: effetus | 
. al manner to obtain the favour, for he poured 
£ himſelf into her lap. — “ Sq would. J,“ anſwered A 
1 the lord, if I was ſure: to be as kindly received, 
Look you, my lord,” ſays Betty, - gold carries 
s with it an irreſiſtible temptation; it makes the 
© ſoldier fight, the phy ſician preſcribe, the lawyer 
* plead, and the prieſt pray for you: in ſhort, tis 
here, and here alone, that the world pays an un- 
. conditional paſſive. obedience; and if any man 
. -4. ſhall diſcredit what I fay, I will bring the * 
f -* tribe of Levi to- juſtify it: but I am as tiretl. 
= this ſubject as I am of the play, which, in my 
| 5 humbleJjudgment, has not one good line in it, 
0 Says a gentleman in the fide box, The lady, 1 
| 


think, is a wit, and 1 wonder how. two of the 

c ſame profeſſion. can 833 0 2 * 
ered, * Thoughts, ſir, are free; but it 1 may 

r eee 
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allowed to gueſs at your judgment by your dreſs, 
I muſt conclude that I am, but one degree above 
an idiot, O heavens! what an aukward figure 
daes a man make who ſets up for a beau, after 
he has wintered his grand climaCterical year!“ 
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Hereupon ſhe made her exit, and Lord C——— 
followed her. With much perſuaſion he prevailed 
with her to ſup at the Roſe, where they agreed up- 
on articles of ſurrender ; but he was not admitted 
to take poſſeſſion till they were ratified and confirm- 
ed. Soon after the play was done, ſhe went home 
in a coach, having engaged my lord to dine with 
her the next day, and in the morning ſhe conſulted 
with the milliner what entertainment to provide for 
his lordſhip. The woman, who had more honour 
and honeſty than moſt of the ſame trade, took an 
opportunity of aſking Betty whether ſhe was inti- 
mately acquainted with his lordſhip? who told 
her that ſhe had no further knowledge of him than 
ſeeing and talking with him a few nights fince, at 
the play, and that he made love to her upon ho- 
nourable terms, ſhe believed. Said madam, I ad- 
© viſe you, as a friend, to be upon your guard, for I 
can aſſure you his lordſhip is married, and his 
4 father, the Earl of M—-— is living, and then 
Judge you whether be has not a deſign to trepan 
© your innocence : but I muſt requeſt you not to 
* reveal this ſecret, left I loſe his lordſhip's cuſtom.” 
Betty, counterfeiting the innocence of the dove, 
though ſhe had more of the ſerpent in her, pre- 
tended to be very much ſurpriſed at this intelligence; 
Wel,“ ſaid ſhe, * there is no faith in man; hows 
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c ever. I will entertain my lord civilly; and, to 
prevent an opportunity of his paying me a ſecond 
* viſit,” will remove to another pait of the town to- 
„ 77 OLI Sy 
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While they were in diſcourſe, my lord came and 
faluted Betty in a very modeſt manner, who de- 
fired the mil. iner to fend her ſervant to the tavern to 
Haſten dinner. During her abſence, ſhe related 
what had paſſed between them, and enjoined his 
lordſhip to continue a cuſtomer to her, leſt it might 
give ſome umbrage of ſuſpicion; this he promiſed 
to do, and then told her that he had provided lodg- 

0 ings for her in Bow Street, near Covent Garden, 

if promiſing that ſhe ſhould be there in à night or 

. two, and that ſhe muſt paſs for his wife. Dinner 
| was upon the table; and Betty, to put a good gloſs 

f upon the matter, would not fit down till the milli- 
ner came to keep company with them. Every thing 
was carried on in a very handſome manner, without 
the leaſt diſtruſt, His lordſhip would have treated 
them to the play, but they deſired to be excuſed; 
and in the evening he took leave, promiſing to wait 
upon them again. 1 | # 
In a little time after he went away, Betty per- 
fuaded the milliner to accompany her to the play- 
houſe, under pretence of obſerving his lordſhip's 
motions ; and they had not been long in the pit be- 
fore my lord came into one of the boxes. Betty 
gave him the fignal ſlyly, and he preſently came to 
them. ' What have we got here, ſaid he, a4 
Duenna and her young lady? Good madam Cyn- 

* thia, behind a cloud, unveil yourſelt;'—* I dare 
r not, fir,” anſwered Betty; if I ſhould take off 

a 


* 


* 
1 


— -- 


_—_— 
* 
— — 2 — 


hangs wry — ̃ ͤ— — PR 
4 hg” _— — ' OR. 


_—_— * — 
— —— 
. 


+ a. Y 


© 


hs. 3. 


my maſk, it is poſſible I might diſcover an ol! 
face, or an old acquaintance, and would not 
either. of them be a great mortification ta you ?'— 


4 


Yes, faith,” repliec 15rd, © and I thank you 
for the momento; you ic. | have nat the curiofity 
© of mother Eve.'—* But I am perſuaded,” replied 
Betty, that you would venture to play the fool 
© like father Adam, and joy fully accept what the 
© ſerpent left, '—* Say you ſo, my little nymph of 
Venus? quoth my lord; and then putting his 
hand on her neck, the milliner ſaid, “ Pray, firg, 
* forbear, and uſe no rudeneſs to my daughter.'—, 
Look you, mother,” ſaid my lord, I know you, 
deal in brittle ware; but if you will promiſe that 
© the pipkin is not cracked, I will become a pur- 
* chaſer.” He then took out his purſe, but Buy 
deſired him to keep his money and pay his trade 
men, for as quarter-day was near, ſhe was ſyre that 
be would have a numerous levee of creditors next 
morning. Truly, madam,” ſaid my lard, if 
every part about you be as nimble as your tongue, 
your huſband need not fear going to heaven. — 
* believe it, replied Betty, * tor. you are ſo chari- 
© table, that you would willing}s.h Ip him forward 
, in his journey thither, by, plant 'as large a pair 
© of horns on his frontlet, as any alderman wears, 

* © and fo make him appear a buck of the firſt head.“ 
But the world entertains a very wrong notion of 
cuckolds going to heaven, for as the path is nar- 
row, their horns muſt certainly prevent their en- 
trance. Well, madain,” faid,my lord, © your ob- 

* ſervation is juſt, and I find you women will main 

* fain your prerogative in having the laſt"word,”— 

6 Yes, 
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© Yes,” ſays ſhe, * as you fight for the ptefervi- 
© tion of your liberty and property, it is but reaſon- 
© able that we ſhould exert ourſelves in the defence 
as of ours.“ | vo 


Here my lord left them, and they went home in 
a hackney coach, diverting themſeives, at ſupper, 
with what had paſſed at the play-houſe. The next 


morning, when they had breakfaſted, Betty went 


abroad, under a pretence of getting new lodgings, 
that ſhe might avoid the ſnare which my lord had 
laid for her, and when ſhe returned, told the milli- 
ner ſhe had furniſhed herſelf with what ſhe wanted, 
at a relation's houſe. Every thing was packed up 
immediately ; and taking her leave, ſhe laid that 
night at Hampſtead. My lord met her the night 


following, conducted her to the new lodgings, had 


a very Elegant ſupper prepared, and they lay toge- 
ther. When ſhe was in bed, my lord came to her, 
and ſaid, Though I cannot ohange myſelt into a 
© golden ſhower, for the ſake of my Danae, yet I 
© can pour one into her lap ;*. then ſlipping a purſe, 


with a hundred guineas, down her boſom, took her 


about the neck ? Act iſſed her, as af earneſt of what 
was to follo W. My lord,” ſaid the, © whit I ſpke of 
© Danae is jocular, purchaſed love is my averſion ; 
I therefore defire you will take your purſe, or not 
© come to bed: I am no mercenary perſon, and 
© love for love is all I expect.“ His lordſhip was 
wonderfully ſurprized at this generous treatment, 
and obeyed her orders, though it Was with great 
reJuctance,. | ** N n 4 
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In the morning he preſented her with a diamond 
necklace and pendants, and conveyed the purſe of 
gold privately into her pocket; nor had ſhe occa- 
fion, during the ſeveral years that ſhe was kept by 
his lordſhip, to aſk for any thing, which he pre- 
vented by his conſtant ſupplies: He furniſhes her 
with a coach, which was entirely at her command, 
a footman, and a waiting woman. She had the 
beſt of wine and eatables from a tavern, oppoſite 
to her lodgings, and an allowance of three hundred 
pounds a year from his lordſhip, for pin money. 


As ſhe had a good judgment in poetry, eſpecially 
the dramatic kind, my lord introduced a young 
pentleman to her, ſome of whoſe works are the 
ſtock-plavs of the old houſe at this day. Every 
ſcene was brought to her, and was continued, al- 
tered, or left out, as ſhe approved or diſliked it; 
and ſhe always gave very good reaſons for the ob- 


jections ſhe made; but, notwithſtanding my lord 


was extremely fond of her, yet ſhe could not for- 
bear intriguing with the young poet, of whom his 
lordſhip began to entertain a jealouſy; and a con- 
firmation would have enſued, had it not been ſor a 
lucky thought, which I ſhall be very brief in re- 
lating, becauſe it has. been introduced on the ſtage 
as an ineidęng in the 5 Trip to the Jubilee, where 


her character. is rann in the pait of Lady Lure- 


well. 


4 bor, C 
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This young gentleman dined with Betty one da 5, 


andughey.werg very femijliar, not expecting to be 


Urprized by his lordſhip, who, inſtead of going 


directly 
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directly to her lodgings, was ſet down at Will's 
Coff-e-houſe, in Bow Street, which, at that time, 
was frequ»-nted by wits of the age. Her ſervant, 
ſeeing my lord go in, acquainted his miſtreſs of it, 
and the fon of Apollo, not knowing how to get off 
without being diſcovered, called a potter, and 
changed cloaths with him. By this method he eſ- 
caped ; but the porter was ſeen by his lordſhip, 
who aſked'Betty what aukward animal ſhe had en- 
tertained, Betty, who had a quick invention, an- 
ſwered, If you will look in his face, you may diſ- 
* cern Dick the porter, in maſquerade. The gen- 
r tleman, whom you patronize, has dreſſed him in 
* his own clonths, and ſent him here to know whe- 
ther I would permit him to pay me a' viſit in 
your abſence,'—* Prithee, Dick,“ ſays my lord, 
* tell him, from me, thar his company will be 
very acceptable.“ Away goes Dick; but where 


to find the gentleman he Knew not; and happen- 
ing to ſee a mob in Covent Garden, he goes thither. 
The gentleman being met by the porter's wife, who 


Was hunting for her huſband, becauſe he had not 
been at home the Jaſt night, ſtopped him, and, 


"ſeeing Dick's cloaths on his back, concluded he 


Had murdered him; but the ſuppoſed dead man 


came opportunely to prevent his being carried be- 
tore a magiſtrate. They went to an alehouſe and 


changed their apparel ; then the porter, who had a 


crown for his labour, told him what had paſfed, 


and that my lord defired his company. From 
hence he went to a tavern, and refreſhed himſelf 
with a glaſs of wine, while he ſent for clean linen 
and another pcruke; he then went to his . 
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to whom ht related what had paſſed, and how nar- 
rowly he eſcaped being mobbed and impriſoned, 
which afforded much diverſion, 


As he knew Betty was a woman who required not 
much importunity to grant the laſt favour z and re- 
flecting on the other hand, that he had often par- 
took of his lordſhip's liberality, whoſe friendſhip be 
was unwilling to loſe for the ſake of a woman, who, 
he believed, would not prove conſtant to any man. 
He thought there was no better way to ſecure his 
intereſt in both, than to get a wife with a tolerable 
fortune, He was recommended, in a little time, to 
a very agreeable gentlewoman, who had fifteen hun- 
dred pounds; a ſum which he could not expect 
from the nine muſes, though they had beauty and 
harmonious voices, were as poor as Job, and had 
ſcarce a ſmock to their backs, He therefore courted 
her with aſſiduity, and invited her one day to Bartho- 
lomew fair. My lord and Betty happened to take a 
ramble there at the ſame time, and, going into the 


. Cloyſters, ſaw the young ſpark raffling for a fine ſet 


of china, which he won. His miſtreſs ſtood by him, 
and he defigned to preſent her with Fortune's fa- 
vour; but perceiving my lord, and knowing pre- 
ſently who was with him, he took up the china, and, 
pretending to flip, daſhed the cups, ſaucers, and a 
large punch bowl, to pieces. This he did on pur- 
pole ; for had he preſented them to Betty, he would 
have loſt his miſtreſs, who muſt needs have been 
affronted at ſuch a proceeding ; and then again he 
confidered, that he might have diſobliged my lord 
and Betty, if he had given them to the gentlewg- 
C 2 man 
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man whom he deſigned for his wife. Every body 
lamented the unhappy accident, except my lord, 
whoſe judgment was as quick as his eye. © You ſee, 
* young gentleman,” ſays he, that Fortune is 
© fickle, and has as little regard to men of ſenſe as 
© the has to fools; however, let me adviſe you to 
© make better uſe of her favours for the future, left 


© you provoke her to frown upon you for ever.“ He 


then put ten guineas in his hand, and defired his 
company to dinner next day, without giving, bimſelf 
the trouble of ſending a porter with any meſſage 
whatever. 


This ſeaſonable ſupply enabled him to raffle again; 


but not having any luck, the gentlewoman deſiied 


him to deſiſt. He obeyed her commands, and, pre- 
ſenting her with a fan which coſt half a guinea, they 
left the Cloyſters, and went to the tavern, from 


whence they adjourned to the play. 


At dinner he was rallied very ſmartly on account 
of the gentlewoman who was with him, and what 
had happened to the china; he very ingenioufly 
diſcloſed the cauſe of the accident ; and my lord 
aſking whether he was ſerious in his courtſhip, he, 
anſwered in the affirmative, adding, that a good 
wife, and a tolerable portion, would quicken his 
wit, and oblige him to be more diligent. © I am 
© dubions,” ſaid Betty, whether that affertion can 
© be maintained, for though money may be a means 
© to enliven a man's ſpirits, and quicken his 
© thoughts, ſo far as it enables him to purchaſe a 


« flaſk of the beſt wine, yet the care of a Family, 
and 


: * 
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4 and the drudgery of a nuptial bed, muſt certain- 
# + ly cramp his genius. —“ I allow, madam,” re- 


plied he, that what you ſay may be true, and has 


b olten proved ſo in many reſpects; but ſuch an 


unhappy fate attends only ſuch ſtupid animals 
who are uxorious, and abſorded in inſolence: for 
my part, I would as ſoon ſubmit to be prieſt · rĩd- 
den as wife-ridden ; and as for the care of a fa» 
mily, I ſhall leave it entirely to the miſtreſs of it. 
I am reſolved to enjoy my friend and bottle 
while I am capable of doing either ; I will ſteer 
this courſe of life as long as it is permitted me to 
live.'—* I approve of your reſolution,” ſays my 
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lord, and if you perſevere therein, matrimony 


© will be no impediment to the progreſs of your 


wit and humour. — But, my lord,“ ſays Betty, 
as his play is coming off the ſtocks, it is 


high time for him to think of a patron ; and if 


© I may gueſs at his intentions, I believe he defigns 


* to dedicate it to your lordſhip, and, in my opi- 


nion, you are the propereſt perſon to accept it.” 
I defire to be excuſed, anſwered my lord, 


but I will- introduce him to a nobleman, whe 
would not only be proud of a dedication, but 
acknowledge it with a handſome gratuity. How- 
ever, that I may not be thought to decline it, as; 
if I intended thereby not to open my purſe, I de- 
fire, Betty, you will prevail with your right hand 
. gueſt to accept of this trifle.” He then put a 
Bank note of fifty pounds into her hand, which 
ſhe gave to the young poet. | 
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If his lordſhip had been poſſeſſed of his father's 
Eſtates, they would have produced thirty thouſand 
pounds yearly ; but what was ſettled upon him was 
only ſix thouſand. He was a gentleman of the beſt 
wit, ſenſe, and judgment; he was the beſt patron, 
and the beſt friend; had a generous ſoul; and, 
making an allowance for his ſmall fortune, com- 
pared with what Cæſar and Alexander poſſeſſed, he 
exceeded thoſe emperors in liberality, and was the 
greateſt encourager of learning, One day, in the 
heat of ſummer, he drank three large glaſſes of 
temonade, and was ſoon after ſeized with a ſhiver- '% 
ing; this he thought to drive away by ſolacing 
himſelf in the arms of his Betty; but he exerted 
himfclf ſo ſtrenuouſly, and ſo often, that he was 
thrown into a fever, and obliged to be carried home 
about twelve o'clock, giving ſtrict orders to the 
chairman, not to let any body know the place 
from whence they brought him. Phyſicians at- 
tended him next day, and his fever increaſing, they 
had no hopes of his recovery. He then ſent for his 
favourite poet, to whom he made a preſent of a 
note for, two hundred guineas, and telling him, 
that as f as not ptoper for his Betty to come to 
him, he ihtruſted him to deliver another to her for 
five hundred, in confideration of the five children 
he had by her. The ſigns of approaching death 
were viſible; and the laſt words he uttered were, 
© Lift me up, my fliend, for I am finking; re- 
© member me to Betty ;. and He could ſpeak 
no more, but expired in his arms. 


In 
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In the evening, when he came to Betty's lodgings, 
and acquainted her with the news of my lord's death, 
ſhe ſwooned, but, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
not for the value ſhe had for his perſon, as on ac- 
count of her being rendered incapable of living ſo 
profuſely for the future, as ſhe had done for ſume 
years paſt. When ſhe recovered her ſenſes, ſhe or- 
2X dered a bottle of wine to be brought, and drank, a 
large glaſs ; but as ſoon as the poet had diſcharged 
bis truſt, ſhe appeared very alert, and, reading over 
the order for five hundred guineas a ſecond time, 


ne an unerateful and inſulting wretch as ſhe was, 


FF ſaid, * Methinks there is great harmony in the 
words five hundred guineas. Well, mourning 
© will not ayail any thing, and ſorrow is as great an 

enemy to a pretty face, as age or the ſmafl-pox; 
l will therefore drive it from me.“ Hereupon ſhe 


crank a bumper; and, telling her friend that ſhe 


; could not poſſibly lie alone, invited him to ſtay with 


ber all night. He was fo provoked at her unac- 


+ Ix” 


$7 countable behaviour, that he adviſed: her to ſend for 
a porter, or tather a _jack-aſs,” How can you, 
KF 421d he, © diveſt yourſelf of ſo much humanity ? is 
nothing due to the memory of the belt friend you 
ever had, or ever will have? can you trample 
& * thus upon him before he be put into his coffin ? 
© O barbarbus and ungrateful woman! a ju and 
8 © heavy puniſhintnt hangs over your head; ven- 
& © geance will {ooh overtake you: infamy, diſgrace, 
and ſordid poverty, be thy portion; mayeſt thou 
live to be contemned by all mankind,” die 'a miſe- 
* 'rable/ death, and unlamented! He therevpon 
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went out of the dining | 


room, and looked upon het 3 
with eyes that glow © 


with rage and indignation, 


Betty, whoſe heart was ſo hardened that no 
misfortunes could penetrate ir, or could be affected 
| with the loſs of the beſt friend, was very reſtleſs all 
night, not for the death of my lord, becauſe ſhe '% 
would ſacrifice all the world on account of ſelf.in- 
tereſt ; but leſt ſhe might be prevented from re- 
ceiving the money, and her amours be diſcovered '® 
to the family, between. eight and nine o'clock in 
the morning ſhe went to the bankers, attended by *F 
her footman, and receiving five hundred guineas, 
lodged that ſum in another goldſmith's hands, and 
then returning home, ſold her coach and horſes, and 
diſcharged her ſervants, giving each of them 2 


quarter's wages more than was due to them. Up- 


on ſecond thoughts, ſhe judged it more adviſeable 
to keep her woman, who had been Jet into the ſe- 
cret of her way of living; and removing from Bow 
Street, went into cheaper Jodgings in Hatton Gar- 


den, where ſhe lived retired till the lord was buried, 


and the ſearch over which ſhe imagined would be 
made after her. 


© What is got over the devil's back will be ſpent 
© under his belly, ſays the proverb. This was ve- 
rified in Betty, who, being under no apprehenſion & 
of danger, nor troubling her head with any fore- 
thought, lived a very extravagant life, chuſing al- 
ways to he the miſtreſs of the company, and taking 
a delight in treating every body. | 


She | 
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She was now in the thirtieth year of her age, 
when, going one day through Weſtminſter Abbey, 
ſhe met a beautiful youth, who boarded hard by, 
and was under the care of Doctor Buſby, The, 
fight of him touched her to the quick, and, mak- 
ing any enquiry, ſhe was convinced that it was her 


own ſon, begotten by Beau M , who firſt ſe- 
duced her ; the underſtood that he paſſed for his 
kindſman, and ſent him a letter to defire he would 
permit her ſon to continue with her for a fortnight. 
He complied with this. The youth had an apart- 
ment provided for him, and was informed by the 
gentleman; that ſhe was his mother, whom he had 
ſuppoſed to be dead. He wanted not for ſenſe and 
Wit, and ſhe doated on him. The young ſpark 
proved to be a chip of the old block ; and, being 
ſupplied with money, preſſed the maid to let him he 
with her; and when he found he wasconſtantly re- 
pulſed, he offered her a guinea, ſaying he had laid 
with ſeveral for leſs money, His importunity was 
ſo great, that ſhe diſcovered the affair to his mother, 
who bid her appoint a night for him to come to 
her, and ſhe would change beds with her, and read 
him a lecture, as the ſureſt way to Prevent his de- 
ſigns for the future, This was done; the miſtreſs 
goes to her ſervant's bed, and foon after came the 
young gentleman ; but a horrible ſcene enſued ; for 
rhe mother, inſtead of reprimanding him, was ſo 
be-devilied,, as to ſuffer him̃ to commit the deteſ- 
table ſin of inceſt, by the "means of which ſhe 
quickly conceived. * 
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She now, but to late, reflected on her unparal- 


lelled infamy, and finding that ſhe could not much 
longer conceal her pregnancy, retired to the coun- 
try, where ſhe was delivered of a daughter, whom 


e put to nurſe, and leaving money in the hands 
of an alderman of Vork, deſired him to take care 
of her child, while ſne returned to London to ſettle 
her affairs. 


| When ſhe had recovered the fatigue of her jour- 
ney, ſhe defred and obtained an interview with 
Beau M, and afked what he deſigned to do 
with her ſon ; ke told her that he propoſed to qua- 
lify-him for the Univerſity, and then bring him up 
to the law. She approved of this method, and pro- 
duced a Bank note for fixty pounds, which ſhe de- 
fired might he laid out in purchafing chambers for 
him in the Temple. He looked upon this as a ſin- 
gular teſtimony of her maternal love and affection, 
and was fo well pleaſed, that he would not accept 
it, but promiſed to do more than that for him, and 
make an addition of an hundred pounds a year to 
what he had already ſettled upon him, 


They then parted. Soon after, ſhe purchaſed an 
annuity for the daughter, whom ſhe had by her ſon, 
and appointed the alderman of York her truflce, de- 
firing ſhe might be placed at the beſt hoarding- 
ſchool, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be capable of being 


ſent thither. re 2 


Being reſolved to give a Jooſe to her deſires, and 


to gratify her vicious inclinations in all Kind of ſen- 
ſuality, 
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ſuality, ſhe took a ſmall houſe, for which ſhe paid 
twenty pounds a year, and furniſhed it very de- 
cently. She privately ſold drams, punch, and 
wine upon occafion, which ſhe ſent for to a tavern, 
and moſt unconſionably would charge three ſhillings 
a flaſk, though it held little more than a pint and 
a half; and ſhe always kept a brace of Bona Roba 
to accominodate her cuſtomers : but though ſhe 
had a great trade, yet ſhe was fo very profuſe; that 
ſhe ſaved nothing at the month's end; nay, ſhe was 
a loſer in the main, if it be conſidered what ſhe was 
obliged to pay weekly, by way of contribution, to 
the informers, bullics, conſtables, and watchmen : 
for ſhe was ſoon blown, (as they term it) and com- 
pelled to condeſcend to their actions, otherwiſe ſhe 
muſt ſhut up her doors, 


There was no woman of the fiſterhood who 


knew how to behave herſelf as Betty did ; ſhe jilted 


the gentlemen, and proſtitutes herſelf to thoſe of 
an inferior rank, if ſhe liked their perſons. . She 
would drink like a fiſhwoman, and her company 
was coveted by men of every degree; for ſhe 
adapted her diſcourſe to the capacity of thoſe that 
came to her houſe. If they did not approve the 


doxies which ſhe conftantly retained, they were at 


liberty to ſend for or bring others with them; and 
her houſe was the the rendezvous of many ladies 


and merchants wives, 


She purſued this trade for ſome time, but paid 


dearly for it, which was occaſioned by what follows: 


A young gentleman of the Temple having long 
| ſolicited + 
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this application to Betty, who told him that it was 


in her houſe; however, if he would give her ten 
guineas, and follow her directions, all might be 
well. She then propoſed that he ſhould take a lodg- 
ing in her houſe, and when he had laid there a 
night or two, he might bring the young lady thi- 
ther as his wife. To this he agreed; the money 
was paid, and when he had communicated his de- 
ſign to his miſtreſs, ſhe complied to meet him the 
next Sunday night. Accordingly ſhe pretended to 
go to evening prayers, where ſhe met with her 
lover, who conducted her to a tavern, and ſent a 
porter to Betty, defiring ſhe would order a good 
fire to be made, and put clean ſheets on the bed, for 
his wife was come to town, and they would be at 
his lodgings in leſs than an hour, Every thing was 
done according to his directions; they came hither, 
went to bed, and ſtayed all night. 


In the morning the young creature began to re- 
pent of her folly, and what to do ſhe could not 


tell ; ſhe dared not go home, becauſe ſhe was not 


able to give any ſatis factory account to her parents, 
where ſhe had been. At laſt ſhe determined to take 
coach for Highgate, and apply herſelf to her grand- 
mother, who was extremely fond of her; to whom 
the ſaid that ſhe had walked in the fields all night, 
and was relolved not to return home till peace 3 
| | Made 


ſolicited a tradeſman's daughter in Fleet Street, to 
grant him the favour, ſhe at laſt conſented, pro- 
vided he could find a proper place, He makes 


a dangerous enterprize, 'and ſhe might be ruined, if 
it ſhould be diſcovered that ſhe had been debauched 
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( 29 ) 
made with her father, and that he would promiſe 
W ſhe ſhould not be married to the mercer, who had 
obtained his conſent, but not her's. The grand- 
mother was overjoyed to ſee her, and pitying her 
#8 ſufferings, ſaid ſhe would undertake to work a re- 
A conciliation at home; and here we ſhall leave her 
and return to London. 
The parents were fo diſturbed at their daughter's 
a bſence, that they could not take any reſt. A thiou- 
ſand various thoughts came into their heads, which 
ſoon gave place to a thouſand others. In the morn- 
irg they ſent up and down, but could not get any 
intelligence of their child, which put them into the 
WW utmoſt confuſion imaginable. At this juucture the 
WF mercer came, whg ſaid he was ſorry to find them 
in ſo much afii&idn, and that he muſt diſcharge his 
1 friendſhip to them, by acquainting them that he 
had ſeen a young ſtudent in the Temple, and their 
daughter, go into a bawdy-houſe the night before, 
5h and he preſumed they lay there all night. This 
neus made them almoſt diſtracted; but in the inte- 
rim came a letter from the grandmother, wherein 
3 ſhe deſired they would make themſelves eaſy in re- 
2X ſpect to their daughter, who was ſafe with her, 
dis raiſed their drooping ſpirits, inſomuch that 
they reſented the affront which the mercer had of- 
fered, in taking away the reputation of a young 
innocent creature, whom he reſpected, and they 
had promiſed ſhould be his wife. I wiſh,* ſaid 
he, it may prove to be a miſtake; but ] inſiſt 
* upon it to be literally true; and, fir,” continued 
1429 4 he 


by a 
Z : 


f 0 


he, © I will give you undeniable proof of it in 
* the evening ; and thereupon he withdrew, | 


Preſently after, the grandmother and her grand. 
daughter came, who uſed all the arguments imagi- 
nable to break off the match. That is done al- 
ready, I believe, laid the father, and then he re- 
lated what the mercer had told him. Upon this 
the daughter fell in a ſwaon, and was immediately 
put to bed, and her grandmother attended her. 5 


In the evening the mercer and the father went to 
Betty's houſe, Where they had a bowl of punch, bw# 


and aſked if a gentieman did not bring a young la- 
dy there laſt night : ſhe anſwered that ſhe had a gen- 


tleman who ladged in her houſe, and that he did 
bring bis wife with him, but that ſhe had not ſeen 
them ſince the morning, and that Tom the porter, 


who plies at the Temple gate, could probably in- 
form them where her ladger was, whom ſhe expected 
every hour. Having icccived this information,“ 


they ſoon found Tom, who acquainted them with &# 
the gentleman's name, and at what tavern he was at 
that time. They went thither, and going into 2 


room, ſent. for him, who, coming immediately, 


was ſurpriſed to ſee the father of his miſtreſs there, 4 N 


Look you, fir,” ſaid he, I underſtand you have 
debauched my daughter, for I have been at the 
houſe where you lay with her laſt night, and have 
had the ſecret revealed to me: I expect that you 
will produce ber, otherwiſe you muſt expect no- 
thing leſs than à jail ſball be your portion. — 
Truly, ür, ſaid the Templer, © your daughter 

| « parted 
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* parted from me in the morning, and I know not 


| « where ſhe went; but as for that jezebel, who hay 


* betrayed me, ſhe ſhall ſuffer according to law, 


W. * for I gave her ten guineas to oblige her to ſecrecy.” 
{ — Did you ſo,” ſaid the father, © then, fir, if you 


will aſſiſt me, I will proſecute her.” This he pro- 


miſed to. perform, believing that Betty had diſ- 
covered the intrigue ; and a warrant being obtained, 
W ſhe gave bail, and having traverſed the indictment, 


was tried at the next ſeſſions after, 


Her counſellors pleaded very ſtrenuouſly, that 
allowing what had been ſaid to be true, yet it could 


not allect her ſo far as to prove her a bawd; and 


the informing conſtables depoſed, that they never 
heard any complaint made again her Keeping a 
diſorderly houſe, or found any lewd perſons in it. 
The juſtices were divided in their opinions; how- 
ever, the majority over-rule the reſt, and ordered 
Betty to be carted from the Gatehouſe in Weſtmin- 
ſter, to Charing-Croſs, which ſentence ſhe ſuf. 


She foon broke up hou-keeping, and reſolved 
to be revenged of one of the juſtices who exerted 
himſelf againſt her more haughtily than the reſt, 
She was informed that he loved a pretty girl in a 
corner, as well es the molt dene finner ; and 
after ſome ſmall time had paffed, the took a-fine 
lodging, and, drefling herſeif in rich apparel, ſhe 
lung herſelt one day in his way, who could not 
reſtſt the renjptation. She kept. him at a diſtance for 


Tome time time, which made him the more eager, 


and, 
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and, during that time, the looked out for one of 
the fouleſt fellows ſhe could get to lie with her. 
Being no deeply pickled, ſhe admitted his worſhip | 
to her embraces, who ſoon found he had met wity 
4 hotter reception than he expected. The next day. 
ſhe left her lodgings, and hired an apartment in an 
apothecary's houſe, hy whom ſhe was ſalivated ; 
and the juſtiee was neceſſitated to go into the pos- 
dering tub, But her revenge ended not here, for- 
ſhe wrote a ſmart account of what had befallen him; 
of the preſents he had made her, and what he ſuf- 
fered; wherein ſhe ſet him forth in ſuch lively co- 
-Jours, that every body knew the perſon by the pic- 
ture. This was a fecond mortification to him, and 
he uſed all the means imagmable to find out Betty, 
but all to no purpoſe. 


It has been a general obſervation, which time 
and experience have evinced to be true, that women 
are endearing, indulgent, and compaſſionate by na- 
ture; but when they become apoſtates from virtue, 
diveſting themſelves of chaſtity, and embrace vice, 3 
they degenerate from bad to worſe, till at laſt their 
endearments are changed into rage, their indulgence 
into hatred, and their compaſſion into cruelty, 
They will flick at nothing to gratify their revenge, 
Juſt, and barbarity; and when they have contracted 
ſach vicious habits, they become more implacable, Þ 
more barbarous than the moſt ſavage Indians; they 
triumph in acts of inhumanity, and take a plea- 
fare in putting their fellow-creatures to the ſevereſt 
torments. The have partly appeaggd in the fore- 

| Di J07 774 gang 


ſecure her to himſelf, and prevent the 
of others, But Betty hag, other ends in view; for 
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going part of. this bis ſtory, andthe reſt. will. be 
made out in what ſhall follow. 


Betty having paſſed the fiery trial, began to re- 
cover her ſtrength, and complexion; ſhe now em- 
ployed her time in conſulting what courſe of life 
ſhe ſhould ſteer next, and, upon mature delibera- 
tion, judged the city to be the propereſt place for 
her purpoſe, where ſhe could not fail of meeting 
with a good booty among the Jews, London beaus, 
and raking apprentices. She hired lodgings in Al- 
dermanbury, and furniſhed them in a very commo- 
dious manner. She ſoon had many viſitors, each 
of whom ſhe encouraged, till at length they began 
to grow jealous of one another, She managed her 
affairs ſo dextrouſly, that ſhe was kept by a Jew, 
and three brothers, (who were merchants) at one 
time, and yet was not diſcovered by one of them. 
Intereſt was the motive that induced her to embrace 
the Jew, but luſt and intereſt combined together to 
make her proſtitute herſelf to the three others. 


The preſents ſhe received from her gallants were 
very valuable; and though the had ſo many ſtrings 
to her bow, yet ſhe could not confine herſelf to 
thoſe by -whom ſhe was kept, but, like a true bred 
kept miſtreſs, ſhe had one on whom ſhe had not 
only beſtowed her favours, but allowed him a hand- 
ſome maintenance. She at laſt prevailed with the 
Jew to own her as his wife, with which he more 
readily complied, imagining that he might thereby, 
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having cauſed the news of her ſuppoſed marriage 
to be induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, ſhe took up ma- 
ny things in his name, which amounted to three 
hundred pounds and upwards ; but when the credi- 
tors came to demand payment, ſhe told them they 
muſt apply to her huſband for the money. This 
they did, but he diſowning her to be his wife, and 
refuſing to give them ſatisfaction, they arreſted 
him, and put him into one of the compters, where 
he remained till the Monday following, not being 
able to procure bail among his tribe, it being their 
ſabbath when the officers took him. This account 
was ſoon brought to Betty's ears, who, judging it 
high time to ſhift her quarters, and taking a new 
lodging at Bethnal-green, told her landlady that 
the was obliged to ſell her goods to redeem her 
huſband from captivity, before other actions could 
be laid upon him. The good woman, pitying the 
misfortunes ſhe had fallen into, ſaid that ſhe would 
give five pounds more for them than any broker 
mould appraiſe them at. The bargain was made, 
and the money paid to her in leſs than two. hours. 


She then took coach, and went to her new habl- 


tation. 


To prevent the merchants from enquiring what 
was become of her, ſhe ſent each of them a letter, 
wherein ſhe made a plauſible excuſe for her remo- 
val, and acquainted them at what houſe they might 
find her; ſhe alſo appointed different days for their 
coming to her, that their intrigues might be kept. 

rivate. In this ſtate of life ſhe continued for two 


yzars, when their creditors began to draw bills up- 
$ * f 4 OB 
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on them ſo faſt, that they could not readily make 
prompt payment. They diſcovered their creditors 
to Betty on the ſeparate days of their coming, who | 
pretended to condole with them in their unhappy 
ſituation of affairs; ſhe told them that ſhe had 
ſome money by her, but that ſhe hoped they did 
not expect ſhe ſhould ſtrip herſelf 19 ſupply them. 
They replied that no ſuch thing was deſired; but 
as they did not doubt of having large remittances 
fromſabroad, in a very.little time, it would be an 
act of penerous friendſhip if ſhe would aſſiſt them 
at ſuch a critical juncture, with fix or ſeven hun- 
dred pounds, which would no! onlv zugſerve their 
credit, but enable them to take vp more commodi- 
ties, which would turn out to good account. To 
this ſhe anſwered, that if they would marry her, 
(For,“ ſays ſhe, © I am weary of leading this 
* wicked liſe') they might command, and not 
borrow ; and ſhe allowed them a week to conſider 
of it, adding, that their marriage ſhould be kept 


8 
as ſecret as they pleaſed. 


Finding that they could not prevent their becom- 
ing bankrups, but by ratifying the article propafed 
by Betty, they were compelled, by necethty, to 
Jield to it, She then pitched vpon three different 
days, and to each of them gave a different name 
to be inſerted in the licence, and ordered them to 
take lodaings at Newington-Butts, Kenſington, and 
Highgate ; at each of which places ſhe was mar- 
ried, having firſt ſecured all her moveables, as 
rings, watebes, jewels, &c. which ſhe depoſited in 
a banket's hands, and took a note for two hundred 

Es pounds, 


* 
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p 3 ſhe ſewed up in the lining of her 
. ſtays. 


In leſs than three months the brothers had mer- 
chandizes of conſiderable value configned to them, 
and large remittances from abroad, ſo that they 
now began to repent their bargain, yet they would 
not reveal the ſecret, Betty ſoon perceived a coldneſs 
in them, which ſhe ſeemed to reſent, but was in- 
 wardly well pleaſed ; for ſhe knew they were rich, 
their credit great, and therefore ſhe reſolved to 
make the moſt of them. She told them plainly, 
that as their reputation would have been loſt if ſhe 
had not ſupported them in their neceſſity, the 
were very ungrateful in uſing het in ſuch an indif. 
. ferent manner; and fince thay were in flouriſhing 
...circumftances, ſhe would not lead a retired life any 
longer. The latter part of this ſpeech was a mor- 
W * . tification to them, and what they dreaded would 
*break out in time. The elder brother bullied her, 
and faid, that whatever ſhe might think of ſaving: 
his reputation; he was ſure it was entirely loſt by his 


- Imprudent marriage with her. It you think fo, 


- fays ſhe, I will uſe my utmoſt endeavours to con- 
| . * firm you in your opinion; and therefore ] defire 
you will prepare to receive me at your houſe by 
8 * this day ſe'nnight. This ſtruck him all of a 
beap, and he went away in the moſt confuſed man- 
ner, fearing ſhe would be punctual to her time, 
though ſhe did not deſign any ſuch thing. 


and ſoon prevailed with her to agree to a ſeparation, 
© $* "Ul 
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"which was to be managed and kept with all the pris 
vicy imaginable. This was what ſne aimed at 
from the beginning; and, upon each of them 


paying five hundred pounds, the articles were 


ſigned and interchanged. | | 
Having finiſhed this affair, Betty took coach for 


London, and, going to a tavern, near the Royal 


Exchange, ſent a letter to the elder brother, wherein 
ſhe acquainted him, that if he did not come to ker 
upon fight thereof, ſhe'would go and take poſſeſſion 
of his houſe. This unexpected news put him into 
great diforder; he dreaded the fight of her, but 
much more her coming home to him. He went to 
the tavern, and being naturally moroſe, ſpoke in 
the following manner: Madam, I have received 
your letter; but what brought you to town, and 
- © what buſineſs have you with me ?—* Truly, fir,” 
ſays ſhe, * I think you aſk very impertinent and 
* necdle's queſtions.; I have very little other buſi- 
* neſs with you than what a wife ought io have 
with her huſband, and if you deny me, I can 
_ * eafily prove our marriage.'—* Can you ſo?” ſaid 
he, I am heartily ſorry for it; I would give a 
* thouſand pounds to be free from you. — If that 
be all you want,” replied Betty, * then to manifeſt 


a © xXx 


you have thewn to me, I have a mind to'take 
* you at your word,*—* J wiſh you would,” an- 
ſwered the huſband, * I ſhould reckon it the hap- 
pieſt day of my life. Why then,“ ſaid Betty, 
* I will get inſtruments dawn, whereby we' ſhall 
* be ſeparated one from another, which ſhaft'be 

done. 


that I can uſe you wich as much indifferenee as 
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e done and executed in the moſt ſecret manner, and 
© figned by us, upon your paying me one thouſand 
pounds, and allowing me fifty pounds a year for 
*alife,'—* I did not mention the additional article, 
ſaid he, © but if you inſiſt upon it, I will comply. 
— I not only infiſt upon it, anſwered Betty,“ but 
© I will not ſeal and deliver without it. Now name 
© the place where we ſhall meet to-morrow, when 
© the hurry of your bufineſs is over, and I will 
bring a lawyer with the writings.'—* Look you, 
ſaid he, let the annuity be dropped, and I will 
add three hundred pounds to the thouſand.— 
No, ſaid Betty, I will not yield to that pro- 
poſal, but add four hundred pounds, and I will 
© be ſatisfied! Upon ſecond thoughts he judged 
it more prudent to comply, leſt ſhe ſhould come or 
ſend to demand her annuity, and his marriage might 
tnen be diſcovered. The next afternoon they met 
at the place appointed ; all things were performed 
to their mutual ſatisfaAion, and when Betty took 
-her leave of the company, ſhe went and lodged the 
Bank notes, which ſhe had received from her hul- 
band on account of their ſeparation, with her ban- 
ker, and paid the principal and intereſt due on het 
watches, rings, and other moveables, which ſhe 
brouglit away with her, 


* 


— 


As it frequently happens that women hove 4 
more real tender affection for their ſpurious natural 
born children, than for thoſe who are legitimate, ot 
begot apd brought forth in wedlock, fo it fares 
with Betty. Being now miſtreſs of near three thou- 
ſand pounds, the took no thought for the mor 
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but equipping herſelf with a handſome chariot and 
neceſſary appurtenances, ſhe hired ſome ſervants, and 
ſet out for Vork, to viſit her daughter, who was be- 
gotten by her natural ſon, as bas been already men - 
tioned. | 


Having ſent a letter to the merchant, who was 
her child's truſtee, he met her at Doncaſter, and 

reſented little miſs to her, whom ſhe received in 

er arms, with tears of joy, and taking her into 
the chariot, proceeded to the merchant's houſe, 
where ſhe boarded for ſome time. She be- 
haved herſelf in a very modeſt and decent manner 
during her continyance at York ; and many gentle- 
men of that country made their addreſſes to her, 
believing her to be a great fortune, and that ſhe 
would make a good wife, having provided-ſo well 
for little miſs. But that ſhe would not be drawn in 
by theſe Yorkſhire Tikes, ſo eaſily as they imagined, 
a country life did not ſquare with her inclinations, 
nor would ſhe marry with any man but for intereſt 
ſake, and that ſhe might have an opportunity of- 
plundering him when ſhe had a mind to do it ; from 
which the confideration of preſerving her daughter's- 
reputation, was the only thing that prevented 


her, 


She ſoon grew weary of this town ; and having 
made handſome preſents to the merchant's wife, as 
an acknowledgment of the civilities ſhe had re- 
ceived, and furvilied her child with ſome trinkets, 
ſhe ſet out ſor Scarborough, it being then the ſea- 


ſon of the year for the ladies to driak thy waters of 
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the Spa. She was accompanied thither by the mer- 
chant. and his wife, and followed by many ſuitors, 
4 who were very a{liduous to their courtſhip, which 
ſhe ſeemed rathęr to encourage than forbid, And 
truly it happened very well for her that ſhe did not 
giye them a repulſe, other wiſe ſhe might have been 
treated in the rudeſt manner, though ſhe did not 
eſcape without a ſevere rebuff, which ſhe certainly 
merited. For ſhe had not been there a week when 
ſhe met with the juſtice to whom ſhe had given 2 
winter's fire: he accoſted her in a very rough man- 
nee; expoſing her as a bawd and whore, and re- 
lated what he knew of her, except his being 
obliged to go into the powdering tub, for being too 
deeply concerned with her. 32-372 "0 


Betty, who wanted not a native aſſurance, bras 
zened it out to the laſt degree, and took no farther 
noticeat that time, than ſaying, ſhe pitied the poor 
unhappy gentleman's caſe, and was ſorry that his 
friends, if he had any, ſhould have ſo little regard 
for him, as to permit him to come abroad before he 
had perfectly recovered his ſenſes. For in my 
opinion, added ſhe, he is ſtill a proper hject 
| - of: compaſſion, and a longer continuance in a 
_— - © dark room, with clean ſtraw, and his head ſhaved, 
| might be very bencficial to him,'—* D—m—n 
4 F you for a common ſtrumpet;” ſaid he, would 
* you endeavour, with pharaſaical ſimplicity, 0 

c perſuade the world that I am mad? You fhall 

find that I have the right uſe of my ſenſes,” Here» 

upon he laid hold of her, and tore her head-cloat! s, 

at which one of her admirers ſtepped up to = 


& Td 


took him from her, and upon his refuſing to give 
him ſatisfaction, caned him very heartily, Enqui- 
ty being made who the lady and gentleman were, 
the merchant gave a very good account of Betty, 
and related what he knew of her, which, together 
with her equipage, induced the ladies to believe ſhe 
was innocent. There was but one gentleman that 
could tell who or what the other was, and to put 
the beſt gloſs upon the matter, acknowledged that 
he was inclinable to be lunatic at ſome particular 
ſeaſons; But no ſooner had the company been ac- 
quainted that he was a Middleſex juſtice, but they 
ſet up a ſhout in derifion of him: and when he 
appeared among them, the bye-word was, the 
Trading Juſtice; bewate of the madman; led him 
be paſſed away to Bedlam. In ſhort, finding him- 
ſelf deſpiſed; hooted at, and made a laughing ſtock, 
he privately ſneaked off to York, vowing to be re- 
venged on that curſed jade, (Betty) as he called 
* who had brought ſuch a ciſgrace upon 
im. | | 


Soon after the juſlice had thought fit to with 


draw, Betty gave a handſome ball to the ladies and 


gentlemen, which was followed by a ſumptuous 
entertainment : but they thinking it a diſgrace to 
their country to be out- done by a ſtranger, and one 
of the female ſex, the Yorkſhire gent...uen followed 
Betty's example. inſumuch that there was a. ball 
once a week during the ſeaſon. Betty, who was 


naturally vain and proud, had furniſhed herfelf 


with ſeveral rich jewels, for which ſhe gave a com- 
miſſiun to ber benker in London, with orders to 
F | remit 
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' remit two hundred pounds to her; and the feaſor- 
of the year declining, ſhe made a ſecond entertain- 
ment, more ſumptuous than the former, and ap- 
peared in rich brocade, with a crochet of diamonds 
in her hair, a diamond buckle at her girdle, and 
diamond lacings, which, together with her brilli- 
ant ear-rings and necklace, made ſuch a glittering 

ſhow, that the like had never been ſeen at Scarbo- 

rough. The next day ſhe ſent for the mayor of 
the town, and depoſited a Bank note of an hundred 
2 in his hands, to place ten decayed houſe- 
| Keepers children apprentices, and ordered twenty 
guineas to be diſtributed among the poor. 


She then ſet forward for York, to which place. 
| ſhe was guarded by ſeveral townſmen belonging to 
Scarborough, left ſhe might be robbed or inſulted 
upon the road. She treated them very generouſly, 
and would have made them ſatisfaction for their 
trouble, but they would not accept any, obeing very 
well ſatisfied with what ſhe had given ſo liberally to 


the poor of that town. 1 


She did not deſign to continue at Vork above a 
fortnight but at the opportunity of the alderman, 
who was ſoon to be elected Lord Mayor, and the 
frequent deſires of his lady, ſhe complied with their 


5 * 


reqeſt. 


* 


/ 


Here ſhe met again the Middleſex juftice, who 
- tuſulted her worſe than he had done at Scarborough 
Wells; he again inſiſted upon her having been a 


barted bayd, and a common ſtrumpet, and 1 55 
uc 
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ſuch a mob, that it was as much as the alderman 
could do to reſcue, her from their hands. She im- 


mediately ſent for one of the city lawyers, who ad- 
viſed her to ſue him ; and ſhe impowering him to 
proceed againſt bim, he was that evening arreſted in 
an action of two thouſand pounds; at this he began 
to change his note, and ſaid, if ſhe was not the 
perſon, he never ſaw two faces more alike one 
another in his life. But this did not ſerve his turn; 
as he could not find ſubſtantial bail, he was compel- 
led to go to priſon. The ſuit was carried on vigo- 
rouſly without loſs of time, and a verdict given in 
-Havour of Betty, for one thouſand pounds damage, 
with full coſts, | 4 


He now, though too late, repented his raſhneſs, 


and offered to compound the matter with Betty, 


who, to gain the good. will of the town, accepted 
of two hundred pounds, in Bank notes, and his 
bond for Three hundred more, payable after the ex- 
«op of fix months. She then adviſed him to 
aften to London, and look out ſharp for buſineſs, 
for ſhe would certainly put his bond in force when 
it became due. | 


As Betty valued money no longer than it was ſub- 
ſervient to her pride, ſhe gave one hundred guineas 
to the charity ſchools, and fifty to be divided among, 
ſuch decayed houſekeepers who had families, and 
wanted it moſt ; by which ſhe gained the applauſe 
of, all the city, who extolled her generofity, and 
eſtegmed her one of the beſt and moſt innocent 
Women, not only on account of her charity to the 


F 2 poor, 
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poor, but of her goodneſs in remitting- the pays 
ment of five hundred pounds, though ſhe had been 
ſo groſly villified and abuſed by the juſtice, as they 
believed. | 
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She made a moſt ſplended appearance at the Lord 
ayo1's feaſt, which procured her the envy of many 
of the Yark. ladies, who were galled at the fight, 
and fo exaſperated at her dancing with a finer air 
and better grace than they diſplayed, that they could 
not refrain from manifeſting their reſentment, 
Betty ſoon perceived it, and reſolving to be even with 
the forwardeſt of them, communicated her defign. 
to a young gentleman, who promiſed to follow her 
directions. Soon after ſhe danced aminuet with him, 
and then he choſe the gentlewoman againſt whom 
they had plotted, and Betty placing herſelf near 
Her, ſpoke thus to her when the dance was over; 
It gires me much ſatisfaction" * ſays ſhe, * to ſee 
ho much I am envied by a perſon who is glad 
to accept of What 1 leave; ſhe may value herſelf 
upon it, for I am apt to think that the poor crea» 
© ture would have fallen into the vapours, had I not 
© ſheiwed ſo much compaſſion for her, as to recome 
* mend her a partner, leſt ſhe might have thought 
* herſelf abandoned by all the ſex. I know not 
c any thing more mortifving to a woman, than to 
6 have herſelf deſpiſed ; and I think it is but rea- 
© fonable that ſhe ſhould return me thanks for my 


” 7 


* ciyitity and Kindneſs to her,” 
Tue gentlewonian, who was a brewer's daugh- 


ter, bit her lips during the time chat Betty ſpote 
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but not able to contain any longer, ſhe made her 
this anſwer: * I do aſſure you, madam, if your 
« diſcourſe be levelled at me, I ſee no cauſe to thank 
you for what you call civiſity and Kindneſs ; nor 
£ do I think myſelf inferior to you in any reſpect, , 


except age; ; 
E danced, made choice of a virtuous woman. 


Truly, madam,” replied Betty, I did not ar- 


© raign your virtue, for your face is the beſt ſecurity 
© you can have to guard it; and J dare affirm that 
© no man will attempt to ſeduce you, if you are 
ſo prudent as not to wear a maſk...Lord!* conti- 
tinued ſhe * what a naſty ſmell is here of four ſmall 
beer] but though I admit ſome grains of allow- 
© ance, yet it is good to remove in time, leſt I be 
F poiſoned with a brewer's f——. 


By this time they called for country dances, in 
which they ſpent the night; and in a few days af- 
ter, Betty prepared for her journey to London. 
Before the ſet out from York ſhe began to caſt up 
her accounts, and found that ſhe was worth two 
thouſand five hundred pounds, reckoning her jew- 
els and other valuable things at nineteen hundred, 

She could not be perſuaded by the Lord. Mayor, to 
ſent. her precious moveables by the pack-horſes; 
but ſhe reſolved to carry them with her, ſaying, that 
though ſhe was a woman, yet ſhe had the ſpirit of 
a man; and providing fire arms for her two ſer- 
vants, and a caſe of piſtols for herſelf, ſhe was 
guarded to Ferry-Bridge by the Lord Mayor's ſon, 


who had been pred at Cambridge, and offered his 


ſervice 


nd the gentleman, with whom 1 
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fervice to wait on her to London, but ſhe would 
not permit him, oy | | 
Here they continued a night, and took leave of 
each other the next inorning after breakfaſt, To 
encourage her ſervants to behave themſelves gal- 
Janly, in caſe they ſhould be attacked by high. _ 
waymen, ſhe proriſed to give each of them five 
nds when ſhe came to London. She was ten 

days upon the road between York and Epping 
Foreſt; fot ſhe choſe to come through Cambridge, 
that ſhe might have an opportunity of viewing the 
Univerfity; but about two miles diſtant from the 
Green Man, three highwaymen came up, two of 
whom prefenting their piſtols to the footmen, they 
remained very paſſive, while the third rode up to 
the coaeh, and demanded Betty's watch, money, 
and jewels. © Nay, fir,” ſaid ſhe, * ſince I am be- 
© trayed, it is but a folly to capitulate, you ſhall be 
welcome to what I can give you; and pretending 
to put her hand in her pocket, ſhe cocked one of 
her piſtols, and diſcharged it, ſaid, '* If you like 
£ that you ſhall have more.“ The highwayman 
gave a lamentible gioan; upon which Betty ordered 
the C chman to drive on, but the other two over- 
taking him, threatened to ſhoot him if he did not 
ſiop; and one of them firing his piſtol at Betty, 
Mot her in the ſhoulder, and then rifling her in the 
coach, took away every thing they could find. and 
rode off with their wounded companion, Betty 
was obliged to take a lodging at Stratford, where 
ſhe remained a conſiderable time under the care of 
an able ſurgeon, before ſhe recovered, Every 7 
of 
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dy admired her courage, and condemned the cow- 
ardly footmen, whom ſome gentlemen believed to 
be parties concerned in the robbery. They found 
out their miſtreſs the next day, who having received 
ſome money from a banker, paid them their wages, 
and ordered their cloaths to be ſtripped off, which 
the coachman performed with pleaſute. 


One might expect that a perſon who had but a 
ſmall ſhare of common ſenſe, wouid have been at- 
fected with the accidents and misfortunes which 
Betty had met with ; but neither the great and heavy 
loſs which had befallen ber, nor the pain and an- 
guiſh that ſhe ſuffered before the cure was com- 
Pleated, made the leaſt impreſſion upon her mind, 
or rendered her uneaſy in any degree whatever. 


* 


* 


Her expences during her continuance at Strat- 


ford, and what the ſurgeon demanded, amounted 


to one hundred pounds; and having nothing left 
but her linen, apparel, coach and horſes, and what 
money remained in her banker's hands, ſhe took a 
houſe in Theobald's Court, Theobald's Row, which 
ſhe furniſhed very handſomely, and propoſed to let 
her lodgings, She fold her coach and horſes, and 
diſcharged her coachmen, and having met with the 
woman fervant who waited upon her when ſhe was 
kept by the' Lord C , ſhe received her into 
her let vice. 


She had not been long in her houſe, when an 
Iriſh gentleman, who lived by bis wits, and was 
very well known by the name of Smutty Will, 
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took the ſecond floor at half a guinea a week, They 
ſoon grew intimate, and ſuch familiarities paffed 
betweefi them, that they did not eſcape the prying 
eyes of his wife, who being in a confumptive con- 
dition, was prevailed on to take a lodging in the 
country, for the benefit of the air. She had every 
thing that ſhe expected or defired, except her huſ- 


band's company, for all het expences were defrayed + 


'by Betty, and likewiſe her funeral charges ; for her 
huſband's unkindneſs in not coming to ſee her above 
once a week, and not ſtaying with her above an 
hour at a time, ſoon broke her heart. 


They were now at liberty to revel in forbidden 
- pleaſures without controul, and they ſaved the maid 
the trouble of making two beds for them. 'The 
Middleſex juſtice's bond became due; and being 

"aſſigned over to Smutty Will, it was paid in a very 
little time, and he ſoon loft the money at the Groom 

Porter's, though he underſtood all manner of gam- 
ing as well as any man in England, Evt he had 
not an opportunity of playing the ſharper in this 
place; however, he ſhuffled with Betty, and drew 
money from her continually, under a pretence of 
carrying on a Jaw-ſuit againſt the juſtice, whom he 
faid, he had cauſed to be arreſted, and that he had 
given in bail to the action. | 


He now paſſed for a baronet, under the name and 
title of Sir G——-B——, and removing into the 
firſt floor, which had been let for thirty ſhillings a 
werk, he began, by the aſſiſtance of Betty, to play 


the common cheat! His firſt adventure was with a 
| baronet, 


1 


8 


baronet, at a coffce-houſe, near the Temple, who 


taking out a gold watch, and ſay ing that it coſt 
him fourſcore guineas, Smutty Will told bim, that 
as he was ſoon to be married to a great fortune, he 
ſhould be very much obliged to him if he would 
let him have it for half an hour, that he might ſhew 
it to his watch-maker, and he would depoſit an 
hundred guineas till be returned, Sir Richard, who 
was a gentleman of much worth and honour, gra- 
tified his requeſt; whereupon Smutty Will goes 
out of the coffee-room, and taking the baronet's 
ſervants and chariot, ordered them to make what 
haſte they could to their maſter's honſe. When he 
eame there, he aſked for the lady, and making his 
obedience to her, told her that he came from Sir 
Richard, who defired her ladyſhip to ſend him two 
hundred guineas, and produced the watch as a to- 
ken. The lady did not ſuſpect that there was any 
impoſition in the caſe, and therefore went to her 
eſcrutore, and brought the money: Will taking 
his leave, ordered the coachman to drive back to 
the coffee - houſe, and delivering the watch to the 


baronet, he returned the hundted guineas, and 


taking a turn or two in the room, drank a glaſs of 
ratifa, and went off undiſcovered. 


Soon after this he beſpoke a rich ſuit of cloaths, 
two flaxen coloured perukes, fine lace, a brocade 
morning gown, Holland and cambric ; all which he 
ordered to be brought to his lodgings in one morn- 
ing. The perſons, except the taylor, being brought 
into his bed- chamber, were ordered to leave their 
ſeveral commodities, and call the next day, for he 
pretended to be a little indiſpoſed with drinking to 
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much the night before. They obeyed his com- 


mands; but the taylor heſitated upon the matter; 
upon which he rung the bell, and giving the key of 
his eſcrutore to Betty, defired her to take out as 


much money as would pay the raſcal's bill, He 


Hen ſwore that he ſhould never be employed by his 
couſin, the Lord —, for the future, and that if 


the ſuit did not fit him, he would have him arreſted 


the next day. The taylor fearing he ſhoujd loſe the 
beſt cuſtomer he had, and ſeeing the heap of gui- 
neas which Betty took out of a private drawer, 
aſked pardon, and ſaid he would wait upon Sir 


George whenever he pleaſed to ſend for him; but 


he went to a new lodging that night, and bilked 


every one of them. 


After this, his cuſtom was to ſend! for jewels, 
under a pretence that he was going to be married to 
a rich heireſs, and then pretending to ſhew them to 
the young lady in the next room, would go down 
a back pair of ſtairs, and eſcape undiſcovered. But 
not being able to carry on this courſe for any con- 
ſiderable time, Betty, who knew that he was an 
artiſt in counterfeiting any hand writing, adviſed 
him to lodge ſome money in a goldſmith's hands, 
in Fleet Street, and taking a note for that ſum, he 
might counterfeit another for as much more as he 

leaſed. He approved of the propoſal ; but thought 
de might get more by . icking two perſons than 
one, and accordivgly lodged two hundred pounds 
in each of their hands; and having received their 


- Caſhier's notes for the money, forged two others 


for ſeven hundred pounds each, He put off — 
| | 3% | Hs 5 real. 
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real notes firſt, and afterwards the others; but hap- 
ering to be ſeen by one of the j-weners whom he 


ad tricked out of one thouuſ, | three bn red 
ounds in diamonds, | he ppu th 4 
. and being, carte before % Ve, 
Was committed to Newgate, where he! . tae 
jail diſtemper. Py 


He ſent often for Betfy, who would not go near 
him; and at laſt threat g her in a very ſevere 
manner, ſhe diſpoſed of her houſe and furniture 
to a family who came out of the country to reſide 
in London, and went into private lodgings. 


The principal lodgers were ſhoplifters, who, by 
degrees, enticed Betty to go with them, telling her 
how profitable the buſineſs was, and how ſmall the 
danger; aſſuring her, at the ſame time, that if 
they were taken in the fact, a little money would 
prevent a proſecution, 


Theſe alluring baits prevailed with Betty to make 
one of their number ; and they had ſucceſs for ſome 
time; but ſhe imagining that ſhe was as compieat 
miſtreſs of the ſcience as any of the reſt, went by 
herſelf, and was diſcovered in carrying off a piece 
of fine muſlin, She defired the linen draper to 
drink a glaſs of wine with her, and ſaid ſhe would 
diſcover ſomething to him for his advantage ; but 
he would not be drawn in by her wheedling 
tongue ſo eaſy as the imagined : however, ſhe did 
prevail upon him to. go to an adjoining tavern, 
where ſhe offered to pay double the value for what 
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trap which Betty had laid for bim, fell into it di- 


. 


ſhe intended to ſteal; and withal, aſſured him it 
was the firſt crime of that nature ſhe had ever been 

uilty of. She then gave him an account of ſeve- 
ral of the nobility to whom the was very nearly 
related ; they happened to be (moſt of them) his 
cuſtomers ; and he, promiſed, that, if the account 


ſhe gave him mould prove true upon enquiry, he 


would be as favourable to her as poſſible. But, 
ſaid he, I muſt ſecure you till I can have an op- 
© portunity of applying myſelf to theſe noble per- 
© ſons, which I will do to-morrow.” To this ſhe 


Joy fully conſented ; and when he went the next 


day, they did acknowledge that they had fach an 
unfortunate relation, but fince ſhe had given up 
herſelf to ſuch wicked courſes, . they gave him di- 
rections to proſecute her; adding, that though ſhe 
ſhould be condemned, they would take care to get 
her reprieved, on condition of tran'porting herſelf 
out of her Majeſty's dominions, 


This was mortifying news to Betty; and now 
ſhe had but one dernier refort, which ſhe mana- 
ged with all the ſubtlety imaginable, * Sit,“ faid 
ſhe, © allow me but twenty-four hours, and in that 
time J will undertake to reconcile mylelf to my 
relations; at leaſt, fo far as to cauſe them to re- 
tract the orders which they have given you to pro- 
ſecute me; and that you may be aſſured to find 
me at the expiration of that time, enter an action 
againſt me, and let me be carried to one of the 
compters.“ The linen draper, not aware of the 


in 


rectly; but ſhe had not been above three hours 
= | | the 
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the jail, when ſhe ſent for an attorney, who found 
bail for her, ſhe having given an account of the 
affair, which he found to be true, and ſhe was 
again ſet at liberty, This colt her near an hun- 
dred pounds; however, ſhe thought the money 
was well laid out, fince it prevented her from be- 
ing ſent to Newgate, and condemned at the Old 
Bailey. 0 


Betty conſidered that to ſtay in London was the 
way to be diſcovered, and conſequently to undergo 
the puniſhment which ſhe had fo narrowly avoiced : 
meeting one evening with a young ſpark, ſhe 
prevailed with him to take a trip wich her into 
Suſſex, where ſhe knew was company of ſtrcliing 
players, whom they met and joined at Lewes. 
As he was not quite one and twenty years .of age, 
ſhe adviſed him to fell bis fortune (which was five 
hundred pounds) for as much as he could get far 
it: he followed her adviſe; and diſpoſing of®it to 
his elder brother for four hundred pounds, though 
he wanted. but fix months of attaining to one and 
twenty years, he returned to Eetty, and they in- 
veigling the principal players, contracted with 
them to go to Ireland, FS 


The company being divided, he that had been 
maſter eould not carry on his buſineſs, and there- 
fore was neceſſitated to fell his ſtock of cloths, 
ſcenes, &c. to Betty, and he, with the. reſt, en- 
tered into the ſame contract with the others, ſo. 
that Betty was now ſole miftreſs, which was the 
point ſhe aimed at, She found means to iavgigle. 


. 


her daughter, whom ſhe had by her firſt kuſband, 
to leave him and come to her, who having led a 
very uneaſy life at home, rejoiced to lay hold of 
that opportunity. As ſhe was miſtreſs of a delud- 
ing tongue, in a very little time ſhe drew in the 
young fellow to marry ber, having firſt taken care 
that it ſhould not be in his power to lay claim to 
any thing that was hers: and now they began 
their journey for Ireland, taking a rout through 
moſt of the principal towns that lay between Lon- 
don and Weſt Cheſter, in cach of which they met 
with great encouragement, | 


When they embarked at Park Gate, on board a 
- merchant ſhip, they had a favourable wind, which 
carried then? ſafe along the Welth coaſt ; but they 
had not failed three | xt beyond Holyhead, ' 
when a violent ſtorm aroſe, which obliged the mal- 
ter to make the beſt of his way, and ſtand in for 
the ſouthern parts of Ireland. They were thice 
days in the ftorm before they could reach any 
ſhore with ſafety ; but at laſt, when the wind be- 

n to abate, they ſtood in for the Cove of Cork, 
and anchored there. - They ſoon landed at the key 
of that city, and having refreſhed themſelves, 
Betty applied herſelf to the mayor and aldermen, 
who prelently granted her requeſt, and gave thc 
company leave to act there as often as they pleaſcd. 
She preſently ſet men to work, who ſoon built a 
ſtage and other conveniences in an old warehouſe, 
which ſhe hired ; and their firſt play was thc 
Tempelt, or the Inchanted Iſland. Here they con- 


tinusd all che winter; and when the ſummer ap- 
| | proached, 


— 
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proached, they trolled to other parts of the king. 
dom, where they met with good ſucceſs, | BY 


2 


* - 


This courſe of life they ſteered for ſome years, 
when Betty, who had accuſtomed herſelf to eat and 


as Ati. cod 


; drink of the beſt, was ſeized with a violent pain 

in her fide one day, as the company were travelling 

* towards a town called Tralee, to which they had 

been invited ; and the weather being very hot, her 

* diſtember increaſed, which obliged her to go into 

4 a barn, where ſhe died before a ſurgeon could be 

brought from the next village. 
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NOEUS JULIUS AGRICOLA was born 

| * in the ancient and famons coleny of Forum 
Julii, Both his grandfathers wete procurators 
to their prince, the noble employ of a Roman 
knight. His father, Julius Græcinus, was a ſe- 
nator, eminent for wiſdom and eloquence, good 
qualities that provoked the rage of Caius 


Cxſar, who put him to death. Being bred up 
under 


C9) 


undet the wing of a tender mother, Julla Pro- 
cilla, of fingular chaſtity, he paſſed his youth in 
attaining ſuch learning as ſuited the different pe · 
riods of his age. He was not only guarded from 
the allurements of vice by a natural good diſpo- 
fition, but by his attachment to the ſtudy of phi- 
joſophy: he alſo applied himſelf to the know- . 
ledge of the law, in which he made a confiderable 


progrel (s * a Roman ſenator, 


He made his firſt 3 with great ap- 
plauſe, in Britain, under Suetonius Paulinus, a 
diligent and good-natured general, who did him 
the honour - to, chuſe him for his companion. 
Agricola was not addicted to pleaſure, but en- 
deavoured to unite with the title the ſkill of a 
tribune. His time was chiefly employed in | 
making obſervations upon the nattge, of the 
country, the genius. and manners of the inhabiz 
- tants, and the diſcipline of the army. Never 
were the affairs of the Romans in Britain more - 
deſperate :- their old ſoldiers were ſlain, ' their 
colonies burnt, their army ſurrounded, which 
was firſt compelled to fight for ſafety, and then 
for victory. Theſe exploits, by which the pro- 

11 vince 
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vince was recovered, redounded much to the 
general's glory, and made our young ſoldier 
more emulous, as well as more experienced, his 
ſoul being fired with an ambition of military 
fame, which was · very dangerous in thoſe. times, 
when to be eminent was to be fuſpected; a 
great name, and an evil one, being often equally. 


He married Domitia Decidiana, a lady of a 
noble. family, whoſe alliance was not only an 
honour. to him, but tended greatly to his pre- 
ferment. They lived happily together, as they 
were mutually fond of each other, and their 
tempers perfectly agreed. He was ſent as 
Queſtor into Aſia, when Salvius Titianus was 
pro-conſul, but he remained uncorrupted in this 
fituation, though allied with a greedy pro- con- 
ſul, in a wealthy province, which circumſtances 
might eaſily have made way for a mutual con- 
nivance. In this tation his wife bore. him /a 
daughter, which. afforded him great conſolation, 
as he had a ſhort time before loſt his ſon, 


The 
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The year of his tribuneſhip he paſſed. with 
eaſe and tranquility, well knowing the diſpoſi- 
tion of Nero's court, when to do nothing was 
policy. He purſued the ſame courſe in his pre- 


torſhip. He executed no judicial office; he ma- 
naged plays, and other polite, diverſions, with 
propriety and liberality. He was appointed by 
Galba to reviſe the gifts and riches of the tem- 
ples, and by a diligent ferutiny, preſerved the 
common-wealth from being e pillaged 

by any but Nero. b; 


V often Bolanus, who was lieutenant of Bri- 
tain, was of too mild a diſpoſition for fo fierce 
à people; and Petilius Cerialis was appointed 
lieutenant-general in that ifland, which afforded 
Agricola opportunities of giv ng proofs of his 
courage and conduct; but he never boaſted of 
his exploits, aſcribing all the honour of his ope- 
rations to bis fupetior.officer : by this conduct he 
lived hog: envy; but not without Rue: | 


Returning from Britain, va hs bad been 
Heutenant of the zacth legion, Veſpaſian created 
ws Foes, and gave him the government 

H 2 of 


(. 60 0 

of Acquitain, a command of the firſt rank and 
dignity, Agricola never purchaſed fame, which 
men are fo fond of, by little arts, corruption, or 
bribery. He continued three years in his go- 
vernment, but was recalled with a proſpect of 
being conſul, which he was created, and ap- 
pointed governor of Britain, to which was ans 
—_— the prntiical dignity, 


Agricola remained upwards of eight” years in 
Britain, and gained ſeveral victories. . Agricola 
certified, by letter, the true ſtate of affairs, 
without any boaſting expreſſion. of pompous 
words, which Domitian, according to his cuſ- 
tom, received with a ſad heart, and a joyful 
eountenance. Hie was conſcious of his own 
vain and ridiculous triumph over Germany; his 
captives being the purchaſe of money, not of 
blood. It was a terrible mortification to ſee his 


glory eclipſed by a ſubject. He had; in vain, 


hid afide. the ſtudy of eloquence, or political 
arts, if a private hand ſnatched from him the 
military laurel; but he judged it beſt to ſtifle 
his hatred, till Agricola's fame, and the army's 
love was abated... He therefore ordered ſome 
8 triumphal 


. 


triumphal ornaments, and the honour of an il- 
luſtrious ſtatue, and commanded the ſenate to 
decree whatever was uſual to complete and ſet 
forth a triumph, ſhould it be appointed. All 
this he did in the bigheſt ſtrain of compliment, 
and gave out that Syria ſhould be Agricola's 
province, then vacant by the death of Rufus, 
and always reſerved for the beſt men ; but in this 
reſpect Agricola was diſappointed. 


In thoſe days he was often accuſed, and ab- 
ſolved when abſent : his crimes were not the 
cauſe of his danger, nor the complaints of the 
injured ; but a prince difpleaſed with his good 
qualities, the honour of the man, and the worſt 
of all enemies, his commanders. The times 
were now ſo unhappy, that they would not permit 
Agricola to paſs his life in tranquility ; for ſa 
many armies had been loſt in Mzfia, Dacia, 
Germany, and Pannonia, by the temerity or 
Ignorance of the generals; ſo many cohorts 
and gallant men defeated and taken, that the 
empire was in a very critical ſtate, . every year 
being ſignalized by ſome calamity or misfortune. 


At this juncture Agricola was called upon, by 


(6«@) 
| thi Unanimous voice of the e people, to commune 
the . | 


Ants, made mild and gentle by his pru- 
dence and moderation, - never oſtentatiouſſy 
fought fame or fortune; and yet malice pur- 
| * wy ain by envy, 


6 was INF the 13th of Jann Caius * 
being the third time conſul, and died on the 
24th of September, in the 56th year of his 
age, Collegus and Priſcus being conſuls. To 
deſcribe his perſon, he was well proportioned, 
but not tall; in his countenance there was no 
appearance of fear, yet a great ſhare of ſweet- 
neſs, and this index of the mind beſpoke him a 
good as well as a great man. Though he was 
| foatched away whilſt be was ſtill in the vigour 
of life, yet by reaſon of the honours he had 
gained, he lived to a great age. Indeed, for 
tune could not beſtow more upon him—he had 
been dignified with triumphal and conſular or- 
naments. He did not defire immoderate riches, 
and he had a plentiful eſtate. He died when 
Ld . was untainted ; his name flouriſhed, 

and 


\. ( 63 ) 
and his relations and friends were all profperous/ 


and avoided that period when Domitian deſtroyed * 
the common- Wealth. 
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Printed and Sold by T. Sazinz, No. 81, 
Shoe Lane, Fleet Street. 


1 HE Prudent Houſe-Wife, containing 
| 700 of the choiceſt Receipts in Cookery. 
Price 1s. Bo: 
2 The Univerſal Letter Writer, Price 15. 
3 The Fountain of Knowledge, or Compleat Fa- 
milly Guide; Price 1s. 
4 The Compleat Valentine Writer. Price 6d. 
5 The Univerſal Fortune Teller, Price 6d. 
6 The Balloon Jeſter; Price d. | 
7 Aſop's Fables, with cuts, bound. Price 69. 
8 Reading Made Eaſy; or The Good Child's 
- Primmer and Spelling Book, bound. Price 6d: 
9 The Univerſal Dream Book, Price 6d. 


1 20 The Goldfinch : or Songſter's Delight. Price 6d; 

þ i | 11 The Adventures of a jack Tar in America, 

. - with the Art of Stewardfhip and Piloting. 
Price 6d. | 


12 The Life and Adventures of Robinſun Cruſoe, 
with, cuts. Price 6d. 

13 The Whole Art of Legerdemain, bound, with 
M8 cuts. Price 6d. 

1 [ 134 The Tales of the Fairies, bound, with cuts. 
n Price 6d. 

= 15 The Lives of the Pirates, bound, with cutse 
- == Price 64, | 
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